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Second lockdown: research continues

As announced by the directorate of research following the announcement by 

the head of state, unlike the first lockdown, our sites will not be closed. Our 

research activity is essential and we cannot further delay our work. It was 

therefore decided to remain active, provided that the strictest sanitary rules 

are respected. Teleworking is recommended whenever possible and with the 

consent of your team leader. You are also asked to follow the health 

instructions very strictly, particularly during breaks (coffee, lunch) when it is 

not possible to wear a mask. 

Again, take care of ourselves, our loved ones, stay vigilant and all stay on the 

same path !

As announced in the previous issue of the newsletter, the plan to organize

the first CRCL retreat for all CRCL members is still ongoing.

New dates have therefore been selected, in collaboration with the service

provider Azureva, who will welcome us at the Karellis resort.

We will thus all meet on May 5 thru 7, 2021 with the hope that the Covid-19

epidemic is largely eased and do not force us to once again postpone this

event, which we wish to be friendly and enjoyable.

A big thank you to the organizing committee, who remains available and for

their dedication adapting the scientific program and the activities for those 3

days. We will keep you posted.

1st CRCL off-site retreat

New dates!

5th-7th of May 2021
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TEAM PRESENTATION

Presentation of the “Small molecules for biological targets” team, Dir.

Isabelle Krimm.

Led by Isabelle Krimm (CRCN CNRS) and located at the Rockefeller faculty site, the team "Small molecules for

biological targets" is an interdisciplinary group in chemistry, biochemistry and structural biology whose objective

is to develop small bioactive molecules in cancer. These molecules are for exploratory (tool molecules called

chemical probes) or therapeutic purposes (drug candidates).

With members originally from three laboratories (CRCL, CRMN (Center for Very High Field Nuclear Magnetic

Resonance in Lyon), and B2MC Bioactive Molecules and Medicinal Chemistry Team at ISPB), the “Small molecules for

biological targets” team forms a multidisciplinary group which draws on the skills of chemists, biochemists and

biologists. Today, it brings together a University Professor (Marc Le Borgne), two Lecturers (Angélique Mularoni and

Christelle Marminon-Davoust), an Inserm CR (Jean-Guy Delcros), a CNRS CR (Isabelle Krimm), two engineers (Marc

Rolland De Ravel, IE Inserm and Alexandre Arnaud, Pulsalys), a CNRS Technician (Béatrice Brion), two Postdoctoral

fellows (Jordane Preto and Alexandre Bancet) and a doctoral student (Hubert Gorny).

Recognized for its expertise in structure-based * and fragment-based * drug design, the team designs, synthesizes

and evaluates small molecules that interact with targets of biological or therapeutic interests. This development of

bioactive molecules essentially covers two objectives: (1) producing new tool molecules for fundamental research

and (2) identifying drug candidates. This duality is illustrated in the two major projects currently led by the team, with

the mitochondrial anion channel VDAC1 and the protein kinase CK2 as targets.

Background from left: Jean-
Guy Delcros , Angélique 
Mularoni, Marc Rolland De 
Ravel, Isabelle Krimm, 
Christelle Marminon-Davoust, 
Béatrice Brion, Marc Le 
Borgne
Foreground from left: Hubert 
Gorny, Jordane Preto, 
Alexandre Bancet.
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Présentation d’équipe

1. Chemical tools design for fundamental research: development of molecules modulating the activity of the VDAC1

ion channel (funding from CNRS and Ligue Haute Savoie).

The voltage-gated anion channel VDAC1 is an essential mitochondrial membrane protein that plays a key role in

cellular homeostasis. VDAC1 is also involved in cell death through its interaction with different partners including

itself. Currently, the molecular mechanisms governing the functioning of the channel are still very little known. About

twenty small molecule ligands have been identified, but most are not specific for VDAC1. In this context, the project

consists of designing new molecules that specifically bind VDAC1. These compounds will allow, by modulating the

activity of the channel, to understand the functioning of this membrane protein at the molecular level and to

consolidate knowledge about its role in cancer.

2. Towards therapy: development of molecules modulating the activity of CK2 kinase (funding ITMO cancer and SATT

Pulsalys)

An exacerbated expression in different cancer lines, an ability to act as a suppressor of apoptosis and to promote cell

survival, associated with a strong implication to enforce a drug resistant phenotype, are all characteristics which

underline the interest of the CK2 protein kinase as a therapeutic target. Most of the inhibitors identified over the past

two decades on this protein are ATP-mimetic molecules, one of which, CX-4945 (silmitasertib), has made its way into

a phase II clinical trial. With this mode of action, these inhibitors are nevertheless subject to a high toxicity profile, in

particular due to a lack of specificity for their target, which compromises their clinical success. In order to offer

therapeutic alternatives, the team is developing molecules that disrupt the activity of this protein kinase by targeting

sites other than its catalytic site. A series of these chemical compounds are currently supported by SATT PULSALYS for

maturation and development.

Diagram representing the strategy to design small molecules for basic research or
therapy. A target protein , produced in bacteria and then purified, is screened for
chemical compounds by biophysical methods (such as NMR). The molecules
identified are studied by crystallography or in silico in order to be optimized
(“structure-based drug design” approach). New molecules are synthesized and
tested in a repetitive cycle until an active and selective molecule is obtained which
can, in the case of therapeutic targets, be optimized as a drug candidate.

Structure-based* and fragment-based* drug 
design

The approach “structure-based drug
design” consists of developing inhibitors
or modulators of a target, in a rational
way, by using the 3D structure of the
target, throughout the process of
designing the molecule. The molecule is
then chemically optimized to meet specific
criterias and evolve into a drug candidate.

The approach “fragment-based drug
design” consists of screening, on the
purified therapeutic target, a library of
compounds of very small size (<250 Da)
called fragments. The fragment molecules
that bind the target are starting points for
the design of a new molecule. To
transform the fragment into a bioactive
molecule, a structure-based drug design
strategy is typically used.

Definition

CRCL Newsletter | N° 33



- 4 -

PUBLICATIONS CRCL

Comparison of three different ELISAs for the detection of recombinant, 
native and plasma IL-17A

Ismail M. B., Olsson Åkefeldt S., Lourda M., Gavhed D., Gayet R., Aricò M., 
Henter J.-I., Delprat C., Valentin H

MethodsX, 7 (2020) 100997

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mex.2020.100997

Ancient and conserved functional interplay between Bcl-2 family proteins in 
the mitochondrial pathway of apoptosis

Nikolay Popgeorgiev, Jaison D Sa, Lea Jabbour, Suresh Banjara, Trang Thi 
Minh Nguyen, Aida Akhavan-E-Sabet, Rudy Gadet, Nikola Ralchev, Stéphen
Manon, Mark G. Hinds, Hans-Jürgen Osigus, Bernd Schierwater, Patrick O. 
Humbert, Ruth Rimokh, Germain Gillet and Marc Kvansakul

Sciences Advances (2020)

Cette publication a fait l’objet d’un communiqué de presse de 
l’Université Claude Bernard Lyon 1.

« Une activité antitumorale identifiée dans des protéines ancestrales »

Inflammasome Deletion Promotes Anti-tumor NK Cell Function in an 
IL-1/IL-18 Independent Way in Murine Invasive Breast Cancer

Baptiste Guey, Mélanie Bodnar-Wachtel, Annabelle Drouillard, Anaïs 
Eberhardt, Manon Pratviel, Nadège Goutagny, Nathalie Bendriss-Vermare, 
Isabelle Puisieux, Christophe Caux, Thierry Walzer and Virginie Petrilli

Front. Oncol., 16 September 2020

https://doi.org/10.3389/fonc.2020.01683

https://doi.org/10.1126/sciadv.abc4149

Molecular classification of endometrial stromal sarcomas using RNA sequencing 
defines nosological and prognostic subgroups with different natural history

Brahmi, M., Franceschi, T., Treilleux, I., Pissaloux, D., Ray-Coquard, I., Dufresne, 
A., Vanacker, H., Carbonnaux, M., Meeus, P., Sunyach, M.P., Bouhamama, A., 
Karanian, M., Meurgey, A., Blay, J.Y. and Tirode F. 

Cancers, 12(9), 2604

https://doi.org/10.3390/cancers12092604
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https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mex.2020.100997
https://www.univ-lyon1.fr/actualites/une-activite-anti-tumorale-identifiee-dans-des-proteines-ancestrales-1075022.kjsp
https://doi.org/10.3389/fonc.2020.01683
https://doi.org/10.1126/sciadv.abc4149
https://doi.org/10.3390/cancers12092604
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Low expression of ANT1 confers oncogenic properties to rhabdomyosarcoma 
tumor cells by modulating metabolism and death pathways

Publications

J. Vial, P. Huchedé, S. Fagault, F. Basset, M. Rossi, J. Geoffray, H. 
Soldati, J. Bisaccia, M. H. Elsensohn, M. Creveaux, D. Neves, J. Y. Blay, 
F. Fauvelle, F. Bouquet, N. Streichenberger, N. Corradini, C. Bergeron, 
D. Maucort-Boulch, P. Castets, M. Carré, K. Weber & M. Castets 

Cell Death Discovery volume 6, Article number: 64 (2020)

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41420-020-00302-1

Downregulation of miR-326 and its host gene β-arrestin1 induces pro survival 
activity of E2F1 and promotes medulloblastoma growth

Miele E, Po A, Mastronuzzi A, Carai A, Besharat ZM, Pediconi N, Abballe L, 
Catanzaro G, Sabato C, De Smaele E, Canettieri G, Di Marcotullio L, Vacca A, 
Mai A, Levrero M, Pfister SM, Kool M, Giangaspero F, Locatelli F, Ferretti E. 

Mol Oncol. 2020 Sep 13. 

https://doi.org/10.1002/1878-0261.12800

Management of immune checkpoint inhibitors-induced liver toxicity in cancer

Lebossé F, Bancel B, Levrero M, Merle P.

Bull Cancer. 2020 Sep 17:S0007-4551(20)30326-X

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bulcan.2020.06.011

Structural Variations of Vaginal and Endometrial Microbiota: Hints on 
Female Infertility

Riganelli L, Iebba V, Piccioni M, Illuminati I, Bonfiglio G, Neroni B, 
Calvo L, Gagliardi A, Levrero M, Merlino L, Mariani M, Capri O, 
Pietrangeli D, Schippa S, Guerrieri F. 

Front Cell Infect Microbiol. 2020 Jul 14;10:350

https://Doi.org/10.3389/fcimb.2020.00350

Hepatitis B virus American genotypes: Pathogenic variants ?

Pujol F, Jaspe RC, Loureiro CL, Chemin I.

Clin Res Hepatol Gastroenterol. 2020 Jun 15:S2210-7401(20)30145-5

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clinre.2020.04.018
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https://doi.org/10.1038/s41420-020-00302-1
https://doi.org/10.1002/1878-0261.12800
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bulcan.2020.06.011
https://doi.org/10.3389/fcimb.2020.00350
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clinre.2020.04.018
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Publications

Preliminary evidence for hdv exposure in apparently non-HBV-infected patients

Chemin I, Pujol FH, Scholtès C, Loureiro CL, Amirache F, Levrero M, Zoulim F, 
Pérez-Vargas J, Cosset FL

Hepatology. 2020 Jul 6

https://doi.org/10.1002/hep.31453

Mutation pattern and methylation susceptibility of Hepatitis B virus 
American genotypes

Jaspe RC, Loureiro CL, Chemin I, Pujol FH

Clin Res Hepatol Gastroenterol. 2020 Aug 16:S2210-7401(20)30046-2

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clinre.2020.02.013

Hepatitis B virus preS2Δ38-55 variants: A newly identified risk factor 
for hepatocellular carcinoma

Cohen D, Ghosh S, Shimakawa Y, Ramou N, Garcia PS, Dubois A, Guillot C, 
Kakwata-Nkor Deluce N, Tilloy V, Durand G, Voegele C, Ndow G, 
d'Alessandro U, Brochier-Armanet C, Alain S, Le Calvez-Kelm F, Hall J, 
Zoulim F, Mendy M, Thursz M, Lemoine M, Chemin I

JHEP Rep. 2020 Jul 11;2(5):100144

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhepr.2020.100144

Prevalence and molecular characterization of hepatitis B virus infection 
in HIV-infected children in Senegal

Toyé RM, Lô G, Diop-Ndiaye H, Cissé AM, Ndiaye AJS, 
Kébé-Fall K, Dramé A, Cohen D, Pujol FH, Mboup S, Boye
CS, Chemin I, Laborde-Balen G, Taverne B, Touré-Kane C

Clin Res Hepatol Gastroenterol. 2020 Aug 19:S2210-7401(20)30197-2

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clinre.2020.07.007

Long read sequencing and de novo assembly of Hepatitis B Virus identifies 
5mCpG in CpG islands

Chloe Goldsmith, Damien Cohen, Anaëlle Dubois, Maria-Guadaloupe Martinez, 
Kilian Petitjean, Anne Corlu, Hector Hernandez Vargas, Isabelle Chemin

bioRxiv

https://doi.org/10.1101/2020.05.29.122259.
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https://doi.org/10.1002/hep.31453
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clinre.2020.02.013
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhepr.2020.100144
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clinre.2020.07.007
https://doi.org/10.1101/2020.05.29.122259
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Publications

Stiffness measurement is a biomarker of skin aging in vivo

Runel G, Cario M, Lopez-Ramirez N, Malbouyres M, Ruggiero F, 
Bernard L, Puisieux A, Caramel J, Chlasta J, Masse I.

Exp Dermatol. 2020 Sep 23. 

https://Doi.org/10.1111/exd.14195

EMT-Inducing Transcription Factors, Drivers of Melanoma Phenotype 
Switching, and Resistance to Treatment

Tang Y, Durand S, Dalle S, Caramel J

Cancers (Basel). 2020 Aug 4;12(8):2154

https://Doi.org/10.3390/cancers12082154

Expression of TAM-R in human immune cells and unique regulatory 
function of MERTK in IL-10 production by tolerogenic DC

P. Giroud, S. Renaudineau, L. Gudefin, A. Calcei, T. Menguy, C. Rozan, J. 
Mizrahi, C. Caux, V. Duong and J. Valladeau-Guilemond

Frontiers in Immunol. Vol 11. p2207. 2020

https://doi.org/10.3389/fimmu.2020.564133

BDCA1+ cDC2s, BDCA2+ pDCs, and BDCA3+ cDC1s reveal distinct pathophysiologic
features and impact on clinical outcomes in melanoma patients

Sosa Cuevas E., Ouaguia L., Mouret S., Charles J., de Fraipont F., Manches O., 
Valladeau-Guilemond J., Bendriss-Vermare N., Chaperot C., Aspord C

Clinical and Translational Immunology. In press. 2020

Enhanced migration of breast and lung cancer cells deficient for cN-II and CD73 
via COX-2/PGE2/AKT axis regulation 

Cadassou O, Raza MZ, Machon C, Gudefin L, Armanet C, Chettab K, Guitton J, 
Tozzi MG, Dumontet C, Cros-Perrial E, Jordheim LP

Cell Oncol (Dordr). 2020 Sep 24

https://Doi.org/10.1007/s13402-020-00558-w

The current paradigm and challenges ahead for the 
dormancy of disseminated tumor cells

Emma Risson, Ana Rita Nobre, Véronique Maguer Satta
and Julio A. Aguirre-Ghiso

Nature Cancer volume 1, pages672–680(2020)

https://doi.org/10.1038/s43018-020-0088-5
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https://doi.org/10.3390/cancers12082154
https://doi.org/10.3389/fimmu.2020.564133
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13402-020-00558-w
https://doi.org/10.1038/s43018-020-0088-5
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Publications

Adipocyte-conditioned medium induces resistance of breast 
cancer cells to lapatinib 

Geneste A, Duong MN, Molina L, Conilh L, Beaumel S, Cleret A, 
Chettab K, Lachat M, Jordheim LP, Matera EL, Dumontet C

BMC Pharmacol Toxicol. 2020 Aug 14;21(1):61

https://Doi.org/10.1186/s40360-020-00436-z

Profiling Anti-Apoptotic BCL-xL Protein Expression in Glioblastoma
Tumorspheres

Deborah Fanfone, Ahmed Idbaih, Jade Mammi, Mathieu Gabut 
and Gabriel Ichim

Cancers 2020, 12(10), 2853

https://doi.org/10.3390/cancers12102853

Circulating Tumor DNA Genomics Reveal Potential Mechanisms of 
Resistance to BRAF-Targeted Therapies in Patients with BRAF-Mutant 
Metastatic Non–Small Cell Lung Cancer

Sandra Ortiz-Cuaran, Laura Mezquita, Aurélie Swalduz, Mihalea Aldea, Julien Mazieres, Camille Leonce, Cecile Jovelet, Anne 
Pradines, Virginie Avrillon, Washington R. Chumbi Flores, Ludovic Lacroix, Yohann Loriot, Virginie Westeel, Maud Ngo-
Camus, Claire Tissot, Christine Raynaud, Radj Gervais, Etienne Brain, Isabelle Monnet, Etienne Giroux Leprieur, Caroline 
Caramella, Celine Mahier-Aït Oukhatar, Natalie Hoog-Labouret, Frank de Kievit, Karen Howarth, Clive Morris, Emma Green, 
Luc Friboulet, Sylvie Chabaud, Jean-François Guichou, Maurice Perol, Benjamin Besse, Jean-Yves Blay, Pierre Saintigny and 
David Planchard

Clin Cancer Res 2020

The limited knowledge on the molecular profile of BRAF-mutant non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) patients who progress
under BRAF-targeted therapies has hampered the development of subsequent therapeutic strategies for these patients. In
this study, Ortiz-Cuaran et al, show that targeted ctDNA sequencing is clinically relevant for the identification BRAF
activating mutations at diagnosis, and potential mechanisms of primary and acquired resistance to BRAF-targeted
therapies in BRAF-mutant NSCLC patients. Detection of ctDNA at the first radiological examination was associated with
poor surviva and, at disease progression, ctDNA sequencing allow the identification of mutations in key effectors of the
MAPK or PI3K pathways and in signal transducers, which are potentially related to resistance to BRAF-targeted therapies.

https://doi.org/10.1158/1078-0432.CCR-20-1037

Combined proteomic and transcriptomic approaches reveal externalized keratin 8 
as a potential therapeutic target involved in invasiveness of head and neck cancers 

Albaret MA, Paré A, Malet L, De Souza G, Lavergne E, Goga D, De Pinieux G, Castellier C, Swalduz A, 
Robin V, Lavergne V, Mertani HC, Treilleux I, Vermot-Desroches C, Diaz JJ, Saintigny P

Transl Oncol. 2020 Sep 30;14(1):100878

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tranon.2020.100878

CRCL Newsletter | N° 33

https://doi.org/10.1186/s40360-020-00436-z
https://doi.org/10.3390/cancers12102853
https://doi.org/10.1158/1078-0432.CCR-20-1037
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INTERNAL LIFE AT CRCL
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New IT support system ticket requests

To better process IT support / assistance requests, a new "ticket" system has been implemented. The ticket

designates a computer request. Each ticket has a number that allows it to be tracked until it’s completion (resolution).

Your requests must now go through this system. All information on its functions are available in the downloadable

user manual here: ici .

Covid-19: find all the information on the extranet

All information sent to you by management related

to the Covid-19 epidemic is now accessible at the

CRCL extranet via a new tab in the "Covid Info"

menu.

As a reminder, you can connect to the extranet site

via the link: https://extranet.crcl.fr

The login page also allows you to access the

registration form if you do not yet have an active

account. For any questions about the operation of

the site, you can contact :

pierre.chaumont@lyon.unnicancer.fr

Website redesign www.crcl.fr

As announced in newsletter 31, the project to redesign our

website is rapidly progressing. Following the hearings of several

specialized service providers, the agency ACTI was selected to

support us in this project and to carry out the design and

development of our future site in coordination with the CRCL

working group (see box below) . Next step in November, with

validation of the graphic models, the new site is previewed to

launch in January.

Working group composition : Agnès Bernet, Bérengère
Bissardon, Blandine Bruneel, Pierre Chaumont, Quynh
Chuong, Gabriel Ichim, Christopher Leers, Romain
Parent.

Preview of the preliminary graphic proposal

http://crcl.fr/Portals/0/Documents/Pass%20CRCL/Informatique/Ticket%20Kbox.pdf?timestamp=1603285168199
https://extranet.crcl.fr/
mailto:pierre.chaumont@lyon.unnicancer.fr


- 10 -

CRCL Newsletter | N° 33

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS ORGANIZED BY CRCL MEMBERS

5th International CRCL Symposium

The 5th edition of the CRCL International Symposium will take

place on February 7 thru 9, 2022 at the Lyon Convention

Center.

An organizing committee (see below) has been set up for the

occasion and is already working in coordination with the

management committee to define the scientific program for

the event.

4 thematic sessions will be offered (From DNA to protein in

cancer; Cancer immunology; Virus and cancer; Plasticity &

microenvironment in cancer) and renowned researchers have

already responded favorably to the invitations, including:

Cédric BLANPAIN, Cigall KADOCH, Michael TAYLOR, David

TUVESON and Julio AGUIRE-GHISO. Please see future issues of

the newsletter for updates on the organization of this flagship

event of CRCL

The organizing committee: Marie Alexandra Albaret,
Nathalie Bendriss-Vermare, Blandine Bruneel, Pierre
Chaumont, Quynh Chuong, Jean-Jacques Diaz, Germain
Gillet, Gabriel Ichim, Massimo Levrero, Julien Marie,
Patrick Mehlen, Pierre Saintigny, Franck Tirode

Pictures of the 4th édition/2019. ©Romain Etienne-ITEM

1st Thematic Day of the CRCL

The first CRCL Thematic Day will take place on Friday January 15, 2021 at the Léon Bérard Center (multimedia

rooms) with the theme: "A new vision of evolutionary mechanisms in cancer".

We will have the pleasure of welcoming four speakers on this occasion: Frédéric THOMAS (Institut de Recherche

pour le Développement, Montpellier), Romain LEVAYER (Institut Pasteur), Olivier DELATTRE (Institut Curie, Paris)

and Raphaël ITZYKSON (Hôpital Saint Louis, Paris) ). Click here to find the program details.

The event will take place in the multimedia rooms, which currently have a capacity of 30 seats. A registration form

will be distributed shortly. All of the presentations will be retransmitted by videoconference in order to allow

everyone to attend.

These instructions are likely to change depending on the health constraints in January.

http://blanpainlab.ulb.ac.be/
http://www.kadochlab.org/
https://lab.research.sickkids.ca/taylor/
https://www.cshl.edu/research/faculty-staff/david-tuveson/
http://labs.icahn.mssm.edu/aguirre-ghisolab
http://crcl.fr/Portals/0/Documents/Evenements/1st%20CRCL%20Thematic%20Day,%20January%2015.pdf?timestamp=1603724341853
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7e ANRS HBV Cure workshop

Evénements scientifiques

CRCL Newsletter | N° 33

Fabien ZOULIM and Massimo LEVRERO were involved in the organization of the 7th ANRS HBV Cure workshop which

took place on September 16 in the form of a webinar. Nearly 500 participants were able to attend presentations from

international experts as well as the round table that followed.

All of the presentations are available for replay at the link below : 

https://anrsworkshophbvcure2020.teamresa.net/?perslangue=fr

Find the program here : https://www.anrs.fr/sites/default/files/2020-08/programme_EN.pdf

Live broadcast from the 
conference room of the Inserm
Cours Albert Thomas site.

VARIOUS 

The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) offers language courses (English, French and Spanish) to its

staff and opens its courses to staff from neighboring research institutes.

IARC organizes language courses

Two modules are offered for the 2020-2021 acedemic year:
• Module 1: October 6, 2020 to mid-March 2021 (group course taking place online via Zoom)
• Module 2: Mid-March 2021 to the end of June-beginning of July 2021 (group course taking place online or in-

person, if the situation permits).

Contacts : Sylvie Nouveau (nouveaus@iarc.fr) or 
Julianna Soos (soosj@iarc.fr).

Schedule:

The Rhône Committee of the League against Cancer has a new president

Doctor Jean-Pierre Martin was elected president of the Rhône Committee of the League against cancer. He succeeds

Janine Chambat, who died on July 31.

https://anrsworkshophbvcure2020.teamresa.net/?perslangue=fr
https://www.anrs.fr/sites/default/files/2020-08/programme_EN.pdf
mailto:nouveaus@iarc.fr
mailto:soosj@iarc.fr
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CHARITY AND VOLUNTARY WORK / PUBLIC OUTREACH

IHOPe 2020 Science Festival: thumbs up for video conferencing!

Patients of the IHOPe have had no external entertainment since the beginning of this year to make their hospital life

easier. Owing to the sanitary crisis, only one parent is allowed to visit a patient each day, and all of the shared

activities have been suspended… including the scientific activities organized by the P’tits Génies on Wednesdays from

1 to 3 pm. The non-profit organization absolutely wanted to hold a science festival for the patients, and was able to

do so using technology that is becoming widespread due to the epidemic: thumbs up for video conferencing!

On Wednesday the 7th of October at 1 pm, Marion Beaufront, who manages

the entertainment schedule for the IHOPe, started handing out tote-bags

with sterilized, ready-to-use kits and the bedrooms livened up! At 2 pm,

children connected their video conferencing system and the fun began.

This year, activities revolved around optics. Then at 3 pm, Isabelle, Nancy

and Charlène joined the organizing team to initiate a game, LudoViro, based

on the principles of virology, epidemics and pandemics – a most fitting

subject! The video conference system enabled us for the first time ever to

integrate a patient in an isolated confinement level 3 room to our activities.

This area is restricted to children with immune deficiencies, and the

pandemic will at least have taught us a lesson: video conferencing is an

amazing tool that we will be able to use to share our future workshops with

children in these rooms! Being able to see via this tool the children who

regularly attend the P’tits Génies was heartwarming and motivated us to

prepare our next video conference workshop foe December…
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Science festival at the CNRS

Dorian ZIEGLER (Team Bernard) took part in the event « Inventons le futur »

(Let’s invent the future) organized by the CNRS on Saturday the 3rd of

October, in the context of the 2020 Science Festival. To that end, he gave a

presentation entitled « Vivre éternellement ? » (Living forever?).

© Marika Linciute-Dang/CNRS

We would like to take the opportunity to thank all of the members of the association and donors, anonymous or not.

Having been unable to organize weekly workshops, we donated 500€ to the IHOPe to buy supplies and games for the

patients, which are dearly needed this year. Moreover, we also donated 500€ to the IHOPe school, as lessons can no

longer be shared and have to be given individually, and each child needs his/her own school supplies/books.

If you wish to help the non-profit organization by subscribing for 2021 or by helping out with the organization of

workshops, please contact us at: lespetitsgeniesihope@lyon.unicancer.fr

See you soon for more fun!

The Organizing Committee,

Virginie, Anne, Stéphane, Clothilde, Hermes, Nicolas, Anne-Laure, Laëtitia, Caroline & Elise

mailto:lespetitsgeniesihope@lyon.unicancer.fr


- 13 -

Marie CASTETS and the members of her team,

« Cell Death and Childhood Cancers », took part in

the production of around 20 short films for the

series « Enfile ta blouse avec Aïda » (Button up

your lab coat with Aïda) aimed at disseminating

scientific knowledge on cancer to the general

public. You can gain access to the videos here.

Button up you lab coat with Aïda

Ligue contre le cancer: General Meeting of the Ain committee

From left: Mathieu GABUT, Julie CARAMEL, Patrick 
MEHLEN, Benoît YOU, Laurent BARTHOLIN, Carine 
HALFON-DOMENECH, Stéphane DALLE, M. Xavier 
BRETON (député), Dr Jean BRUHIERE (président)

Tour organized for the Cité des Sciences et de l’Industrie delegation

In preparation for an exhibit on cancer, a delegation of the Cité des Sciences et de l’Industrie was invited to the

Centre Léon Bérard on Thursday the 24th of September. The delegation toured the nuclear medicine, radiotherapy

and interventional radiology departments at the hospital, before visiting the research platforms (high-throughput

sequencing, anatomopathology, C3D and Immunology LICL/IRICE), the lab of P. Mehlen’s team and the Human and

Social Sciences department at the CRCL.

Julie CARAMEL and Stéphane DALLE (of the « Cancer Cell Plasticity in Melanoma » team were invited to the 2nd

diner of the Melarnaud non-profit organization, the proceeds of which were donated to the research team to support

research on melanoma. A short movie presenting the work conducted by the team was produced and will be

available on the association’s website Melarnaud.org and facebook asso.melarnaud

2nd diner of the Melarnaud association
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Public forum on Health Innovations

Patrick MEHLEN, gave a keynote lecture on the topic of
« Cancer, bientôt la fin du crabe » (Cancer, the upcoming
demise of the crab) as a closing presentation for the Public
forum on Health Innovations, which took place Thursday the
24th of September 2020.
You can vision the entire event using the attached link to the
YouTube video. Patrick Mehlen’s intervention starts after
4h24min30s.

Mathieu GABUT, Julie CARAMEL, Stéphane DALLE, Laurent BARTHOLIN

and Carine HALFON-DOMENECH recent projects of whom were

financially supported by the Ligue were invited to the General Meeting

of the Ain committee, alongside Patrick MEHLEN, on September the

30th 2020.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1jXSEHJ0jjCeeMD3vku06Q/videos
https://melarnaud.org/
https://www.facebook.com/asso.melarnaud/
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Promotions, prizes and other distinctions

Thesis defense

CONGRATULATIONS ! 

Calls for projects

The 2020 Duquesne Prize from the Paris Committee of the League against Cancer was awarded to Jean-Yves BLAY,

General Director of CLB and Co-Director of the "Cell Death and Pediatric Cancers" team.

Marie CASTETS (team “Cell death and pediatric cancers) is the winner of the call for projects “Accelerate fundamental

and translational research in pediatric oncology: help pooling, structuring and sharing research data”, carried by INCA,

for its project "SHARE-4KIDS: towards a national multi-omic data warehouse in pediatric oncology.

Massimo LEVRERO (Team “Epigenetic and epigenomics of hepatocellular carcinoma”) got a grant from the ANRS for

the project : “Molecular mimicry between s-HDAg protein and H3 / H4 histones: molecular characterization and

implications for disease progression and development of hepatocellular carcinoma”.

Pacôme LECOT (Team Caux): "Characterization of circulating and tumor associated neutrophils at early and late stage 
of tumorigenesis”, September 25

Anaïs EBERHARDT (Team Caux ): « Étude du rôle de l’Interleukine-33 dans l’activation des cellules NK et de leur 
activité anti-tumorale dans le cancer du sein », October 19

David FAHED (Team Jordheim/Dumontet): “Exploring dependence receptors in hematological malignancies”,
September 10

Kévin BERTHENET (Team Ichim) got a 2 years grant from the Fondation de France. 

Emilie BARDEL (Team Genestier) and Marie-Agnès VITTOZ (management unit), are winners of the internal Inserm

competitions and were promoted to Engineer and Assistant Engineer, respectively.

Nora JUNG (Team Maguer-Satta) : "Bisphenols involvement in transformation and mammary stem cell properties by
crosstalk between ERα36 and BMP2 signalling pathway“, November 9

Mélanie PRODHOMME (Team Puisieux) : "Modulation of DNA double-strand breaks repair pathways by ZEB1, an
EMT transcription factor, in breast cancer “, November 6
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Winners of the researchers competitive

examination

Congratulations to Julien ABLAIN, who just arrived at CRCL to create

his team “Adhesion and signaling in metastatic melanoma” and

Sylvain LEFORT (Team Maguer-Satta). Both of them are winners of the

Inserm competition for researchers positions.

From left:  J. Ablain, S. Lefort



January 15th, 2021: 1st  CRCL Thematic Day Programme

March 30th-31st, 2021 : Forum CLARA https://forum.canceropole-clara.com/

May 5th-7th, 2021 : 1st CRCL Retreat . More information to come

February 7th-9th, 2022 : 5th CRCL International Symposium. More information to come.

Events

Head of publication : Patrick Mehlen
Writing : Pierre Chaumont / Blandine Bruneel

Translation : Quynh Chuong / Brigitte Manship - 15 -

…they leave

They arrive…

After 15 very successful month at CRCL, Rayana Maryse TOYE, Ph.D. Student from Senegal in Team Chemin, is going

back to Dakar.

Laetitia BARBOLLAT (AI UCBL) from the Mulligan team has joined the Caramel/Dalle team.

After defending his thesis in Caux team’, Pacôme LECOT left CRCL for a postdoctoral position in Judith Campisi’s Lab

at Buck Institute, (San Francisco, USA).

Capucine PHELIP, researcher in immunology, joined the team of Jordheim / Dumontet to study the efficacy of

molecules developed by the company Héphaistos, in preclinical oncology / vaccinology studies.

Andrea HALABURKOVA joined the Ichim team as a postdoctoral fellow in November. The team also welcomed

Kathrin WEBER (postdoctoral fellow) from the Castets/Blay team and Catherine JAMARD (Inserm Technician) from

the Plateroti team.

Job offers

Check out all job offers on our website : www.crcl.fr

1 postdoctorat is available in the “Adhesion and signaling in metastatic melanoma” team, Dir Julien Ablain

1 postdoctorat is available in C.CAUX’s Team for a research project with Cellenion SASU

1 Lab Manager offer is available J.Marie’s team.
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The team “development, cancer and stem cell” led by Michela Plateroti leaves CRCL to joint the Inserm unit 1113

“Fundamental and Applied Research Interface in Oncology” in Strasbourg. Close research themes and long-term

collaborations with Jean Noel Freund, Director of the Unit, will guarantee the continuity of activities in the

pathophysiology of intestinal stem cells in an excellent environment.

http://crcl.fr/Portals/0/Documents/Evenements/1st%20CRCL%20Thematic%20Day,%20January%2015.pdf?timestamp=1604048195157
https://forum.canceropole-clara.com/
http://www.crcl.fr/
http://www.crcl.fr/Portals/0/Documents/Jobs/2020/Post%20doc%20position_Ablain_Zebrafish%20Cancer_Lyon%20France%202021.pdf?timestamp=1603346928119
http://www.crcl.fr/Portals/0/Documents/Jobs/2020/PostDoc_position_CAUX_Cellenion.pdf?timestamp=1603371650568
http://www.crcl.fr/Portals/0/Documents/Jobs/2020/Lab%20manager%20annonce.pdf?timestamp=1600934065122

